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Dingy and Grizzled Skipper Project

1. Introduction
The East Midlands Dingy Skipper and Grizzled Skipper Project began exactly two decades ago, arising from the East Midlands Regional Action Plan ‘2000’.  The project began in response to the recognition of the ongoing decline of the number of locations and the overall abundance for these species.  

When the project began the coalfields of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire were still in the process of being closed.  They were essentially barren and inhospitable for wildlife.  The National Forest in South Derbyshire and West Leicestershire was in its infancy.  Now the coal tips have been invaded by plants that thrive in thin, nutrient poor, soils and there is flower rich grassland in and around the widespread planting of saplings.  The Dingy Skipper has proved to be an opportunistic coloniser and has taken advantage of the evolving habitat.  The butterfly has expanded in range and numbers to such an extent that it can no longer be viewed as rare.  The Grizzled Skipper has not been able to thrive in a similar way as new suitable habitat has not evolved in a similar way.  The steep decline of both species, by some 45% during the 25 years before the project began, has stopped with the fortunes of the Dingy Skipper reversed and those of the Grizzled Skipper stabilised.  Thanks to the Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Group (NottsBAG) Grizzled Skipper project, the butterfly is now stabilised in Nottinghamshire.  It is widespread but rare in Leicestershire.  In Rutland the Grizzled Skipper is associated mainly with limestone quarries in which Dingy Skippers are usually found.  In Derbyshire the Grizzled Skipper disappeared from its last known site at about the time that this project began.  Butterfly Conservation East Midlands is working with The National Trust to reintroduce the Grizzled Skipper to Ticknall Lime Yards in Derbyshire.  After much work on the habitat, some adult butterflies have been released; it is too early to judge the results.   .
2. 2019 Survey Work

Most of our records are derived from targeted visits by volunteers who visit both well known and potential sites.  Butterfly transects, which comprises a weekly visit over a predetermined route, has consolidating information particularly about the Dingy Skipper.  Transects are especially usefully in indicating the beginning and end of the flight period, the week in which the butterflies peak.  They can also give nil reports, where a butterfly fails to show.
In 2019 a few sightings were made around the end of the third week in April after which there was a hiatus in recording as rain persisted until the end of the month. On the 27th April as much as 58.2 mm of rain fell at Buxton.  May started off rather cool.  The middle two weeks of the month was mainly dry and sunny after which there was cloud with quite a lot of rain.  The first week of June saw cloud and rain but there was also some sunshine.    
After the records from the second half of April the flight period of both species was largely confined to the last three weeks of May.  Records continued in the first week in June with sporadic sightings up to the end of the month.  The second brood Dingy Skippers, a feature of recent years, did not materialise in 2019 
Dingy Skipper

The experience in Derbyshire has been one of continual growth.  With more than ten new locations reported this year, the number of recorded sites in Derbyshire has increased by more than 25% during the last three years.  There are now about 150, sites in Derbyshire, the figure of 100 was reached only five years ago.  IT should be recognised that many of the sites are probably connected to a greater or lesser degree.  Two of the newly discovered locations are in the Derbyshire Dales.  The Trent Valley is not noted for supporting the Dingy Skipper so it is pleasing to report that a small number were found at Long Eaton Gravel Pits.  In Nottinghamshire the butterfly has also spread.  It was rediscovered at Cotgrave Colliery after an apparent absence of about 10 years.  It has also become re-established at Cropwell Bishop and appears to have become firmly established at Flawborough part of a landscape where previously only singletons have occasionally been seen.  In Leicestershire sites are widespread but comparatively few.  Good numbers were seen in the extreme west of the county where the Lount Nature Reserve produced a figure in excess of 30 and close to Ashby-de-la-Zouch there was an unexpected large figure of more than 80.  Two new locations were reported in the National Forest in the west of Leicestershire.  Few reports were received from Rutland this year where there is no reason to believe there is significant change from recent years. 
Most populations were at a similar level to the previous year.  Some showed a marked reduction though hardly any blank results.  A few had a substantial increase in numbers.  Encouragingly, as well as the good showing in Derbyshire, new locations were found in Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire, and Rutland.  With so many sites it has not been possible for recorders to visit each one, however this remains the aim.    
Grizzled Skipper
In Nottinghamshire, as usual, the Grizzled Skipper was found in each of the four main population complexes, all of which are in the south of the county.  Despite a double figure count on one day, numbers were below average on the railway near to East Leake.  This was one of four sites that provided double figure counts with Staunton Quarry and Flawborough showing more strongly than previously experienced.  Most records were of singletons or low single figure counts and the elusive butterfly failed to show at its isolated location near at Newstead Old Stocking Yard.  No new sites or significant expansions or reductions within known sites were noted in the county. 
In Leicestershire with Rutland this year has brought much encouragement.  A singleton was recorded a King Lud’s Entrenchments near Croxton Kerrial.  This site has been known to support Dingy and Grizzled Skippers and, long ago, Duke of Burgundy Fritillaries were there.  Successional plant growth changed the nature of the site to secondary woodland and suitable habitat was lost.  Recent tree clearance may have made the site tenable again, at least for the Grizzled Skipper.  The source location is something of a mystery as there is no known extant population within miles.  Another old location for the Grizzled Skipper, a long abandoned quarry close to the A1 between Grantham and Stamford has also turned up trumps.  Following occasional fruitless visits over the last twenty years this year revealed a pair in cop.   Several Dingy Skippers, previously not recorded, were also seen.  There was a surprising discovery at the sewage works to the north of Bottesford.  

Importantly, in two places Grizzled Skippers were found at cross count border sites between Leicestershire/Nottinghamshire. Rare in the north of Leicestershire the butterfly was found in four locations.   Although records in Rutland have been few there is no reason to believe that the abundance of the butterfly is significantly different from that of recent years.  It is pleasing to hear that the butterfly has again been seen at Bloody Oaks Quarry where it was seen last year following a number of years absence.  The single record of three years ago on an isolated site in West Leicestershire has not been repeated.  We live in hope of a rediscovery as, in places, there is seemingly suitable habitat.  In Derbyshire the imaginative project in conjunction with the National Trust aimed at reintroducing the butterfly progresses.  This is at Ticknall Lime Yards near to Calke Abbey.  In spring a Grizzled Skipper was seen to be egg laying, perhaps the first for more than decade when the Grizzled Skipper was last reliably reported from Lowland Derbyshire.
3. Conservation
The remarkable success of the Dingy Skipper in colonising old coalfields and more recently, western parts of the National Forest has obviated the need for widespread hands-on conservation.  It is possible that we are approaching a Goldilocks moment, population peaking from natural expansion.  This could reverse if the thin soils on old coalfields become increasingly fertile and flower rich grassland in the National Forest becomes shaded out.   

The remarkable and ongoing spread of the Dingy Skipper, particularly in Derbyshire and West Leicestershire has allowed the bulk of our conservation effort to be concentrated on the rarer and more local Grizzled Skipper. The Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Group (NottsBAG) Grizzled Skipper Project is continuing to be very successful and can be credited with stabilising the status of the Grizzled Skipper in Nottinghamshire.  As in recent years, Chris Jackson, Christopher.Jackson@nottscc.gov.uk, is planning a programme of work parties for the coming winter.  Butterfly Conservation East Midlands Branch has again agreed to give financial support for the Grizzled Skipper projects.  The Friends of Bingham Linear Park host a work party each third Sunday of each month between October and March with the aim of maintaining biodiversity with emphasis on Grizzled Skipper habitat.  Notts County Council, using their own volunteers, has planned a work party for the isolated Newstead site.  This initiative began last year. 
In Derbyshire, a project to re-introduce the Grizzled Skipper to Ticknall Lime Yards, where it was last recorded several decades ago, is well under way.  This is a combined project between Butterfly Conservation and National Trust.  For the second successive year adult butterflies have been released; further releases are planned for next year.  Because of meticulous planning there is every reason to be optimistic about the outcome.  It would be wonderful to witness the butterfly firmly established in Derbyshire again.    
 Conclusion  

We are fortunate to have an increasing number of enthusiastic volunteers.  The importance for recorders to continue to record and report cannot be overstated.  When a location is considered to be deteriorating may first be recognised by a volunteer recorder and a note to that effect with the report can be invaluable.  A few pertinent words can lead to a decision to intervene with local targeted work, thus comments on habitat quality are much to be encouraged.
Up to the turn of the century decades of decline, by as much as some 45% during the previous 25 years, was thought to threaten the very survival in all but a few isolated locations.  Thanks in large part to the great effort of volunteers and professionals those fears have gone.  At least they have gone for the time being. 
 With an expanding population demand for land to develop will not decrease.  With the need to maintain and sometimes to enhance the wild areas that we have, vigilance cannot be relaxed    
Bill Bacon 
East Midlands Branch

Attachments.

County Summaries for, Derbyshire, Leicestershire with Rutland, Nottinghamshire
Circulation
BC East Midlands Branch Committee

BC Head Office
Recorders



[image: image2.png]Butterfly Conservation Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468)
Registered Office: Manor Yard East Lulworth Wareham Dorset BH20 5QP By
Charity registered in England and Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SC039268) VAT No. 565 90 70 16 FundRaisin

Standards Boa




